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The science of climate change is a complex subject that balances the physical record and scientific

fact with politics, policy, and ethics - and is of particular importance to the geosciences. This

thoughtfully crafted new text and accompanying media encourage non-science majors to practice

critical thinking, analysis, and discourse about climate change themes. Taking a cross-disciplinary

approach, acclaimed educator and researcher, David Kitchen, examines not only the physical

science, but the social, economic, political, energy, and environmental issues surrounding climate

change. His goal: to turn knowledge into action, equipping students with the knowledge and critical

skills to make informed decisions, separate facts from fiction, and participate in the public debate.
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David Kitchen has a PhD in Geology from Queens University Belfast. After working for two years as

a petroleum geologist in the North Sea, he started teaching Earth Sciences as a tenured member of

the faculty at the University of Ulster, the largest of the universities on the island of Ireland.

Following ten years of active teaching, research and research supervision, Dr. KitchenÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s

was promoted to the position of European Officer for the University with a major focus on

international research and development. During this time he worked closely with the European

Commission in Brussels, with particular focus on research policy and the EU Framework Research

Programs. During this time he was also directly involved with grant applications for a number of

environmental initiatives including higher education and government programs in Greece, Albania

and Romania, and he advised on the development of a wide range of research programs involving



collaboration across Europe and with the United States. Dr. Kitchen was then appointed to direct all

international research and student programs at the university, and led the development of faculty

research collaboration with Universities across the European Union, USA, Canada and Mexico.

While focused on research administration during this period of his career, Dr. Kitchen continued to

supervise research and teach geology as adjunct professor with the UKÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Open University,

working in both Ireland and England. In 2001 Dr. Kitchen moved to the United States to work at the

University of Richmond. As Associate Dean and Associate Professor in the School of Continuing

Studies he has responsibility for strategic planning for the School and directs all summer term

academic programs at the university, both at home and overseas. He is also responsible for the

development of a wide range of professional and personal development courses that reach out to

the local community. At the University of Richmond, Dr. Kitchen teaches 3-4 courses a year on

environmental geology, and has taught a course on global warming each summer for the past 5

years. He has served as representative on the Council of Environmental Deans and Directors, as

Environmental Fellow for the Associated Colleges of the South, and as coordinator of university

environmental programs. Dr. Kitchen was recently awarded a NASA education award to help

develop a new course in global climate change. He continues to serve as an active member and

interim chair of the environmental studies course team and serves on the University of Richmond

sustainability working group and environmental awareness group. As a geologist, Dr. Kitchen brings

an earth science perspective to the global warming debate, with specific skills in understanding and

interpreting both ancient climates and climate change over geological time. His experience working

with the European Union gives him a strong background in research practice and how science can

be used to inform policy. - See more at:

http://www.pearsonhighered.com/pearsonhigheredus/educator/product/products_detail.page?isbn=

9780321634122&forced_logout=forced_logged_out#sthash.mzv2ocGt.dpuf

I agree with the other reviewer who said that the coverage was basic, but the book is intended for

Undergrads to use in an introductory course. I found the text extremely clear, and I think anyone

who reads it from beginning to end will have enough mastery of the basics to move on from

there.Climate Science is a rapidly developing field, so there is a real need for up-to-date texts, and

as of mid-2013, this is the best introductory text that I have looked at.

This book is being used for a university (300-level) undergraduate course for upper classmen in an

Environmental Studies and Geography department. It was chosen for use by an instructor with



decades of instructional experience who is well trusted and very knowledgeable himself in this

material (a former physics professor as well). The course is not a true science textbook, even

though the subject matter is filled with physics concepts, it is well designed for an Arts program

where the participants generally lack high level mathematics experience. If you want fluid dynamics

and mathematical modeling explained, this is not the book for you. If you want plain English, nice

illustrations, and a reasonable price, this book fits the bill.

Great condition!

Very useful textbook ! An interesting read on climate change!

Great book!

Product as described

Nice

Very informative book, it builds your knowledge slowly and thoughtfully
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